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Dear Dr Coltzau

Thank you for your correspondence dated 6 March 2018 regarding the Medicare
Benefits Schedule (MBS) and item 16590 for the planning and management of
pregnancy for patients that will be admitted privately for birth.

As you are aware, the Obstetrics Clinical Committee of the MBS Review Taskforce
recently reviewed the MBS obstetrics items. The recommendations of the Taskforce
resulted in changes to a number of obstetrics items from 1 November 2017, including
items 16590 and 16591. These items were changed to reduce inappropriate claiming
and to clarify the intent of the items, specifically, by delaying when the items can be
claimed from 20 weeks to 28 weeks gestation, and to include the requirement for a
mental health assessment to be undertaken. The changes to item 16590 also included
the requirement that the provider has privileges for intrapartum care in a hospital. A
fee increase of 15% was applied. A list of these items pre and post November 2017 is
attached.

The issue raised in your letter regarding item 16590 is not as a result of the
1 November 2017 changes to the MBS, as it has been a requirement of the item that
the patient be privately admitted for the birth since January 2010.

Item 16590 is intended for the planning and management of a pregnancy where the
medical practitioner intends to take primary responsibility for management of the
birth for a privately admitted patient. Item 16591 is intended to be provided where
the patient is intending to deliver as a public patient. The fee differential reflects part
of the service under item 16591 which is to be reimbursed in the public sector.
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.
If you would like to discuss this matter further, the appropriate contact in the
Department is Ms Mary Warner, Director, MBS Policy and Medical Specialist
Services Section on (02) 6289 7315 or email Mary.Warner@health.gov.au.

Yours sincerely

lenys Beauchamp

/ sr March 2018



MBS PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT OF PREGNANCY ITEMS

Item 16590

Pre 1 November 2017

Descriptor

Schedule
Fee

Planning and management of a pregnancy that has
progressed beyond 20 weeks provided the fee does
not include any amount for the management of the
labour and birth, payable once only for any
pregnancy that has progressed beyond 20 weeks
where the practitioner intends to undertake the
delivery for a privately admitted patient, not being a
service to which item 16591 applies.

$324.10

Post 1 November 2017

Planning and management, by a practitioner, of a

pregnancy if:

(a) the practitioner intends to take primary
responsibility for management of the pregnancy

and any complications, and to be available for the
birth; and

(b) the patient intends to be privately admitted for
the birth; and

c) the pregnancy has progressed beyond 28 weeks
pregnancy progr Y
gestation; and

(d) the practitioner has maternity privileges at a
hospital or birth centre; and

() the service includes a mental health assessment
(including screening for drug and alcohol use and
domestic violence) of the patient; and

(f) a service to which item 16591 applies is not
provided in relation to the same pregnancy
Payable once only for a pregnancy

$372.75

Item 16591

Pre 1 November 2017

Descriptor

Schedule
Fee

Planning and management of a pregnancy that has
progressed beyond 20 weeks provided the fee does
not include any amount for the management of the
labour and delivery if the care of the patient will be
transferred to another medical practitioner, payable
once only for any pregnancy that has progressed
beyond 20 weeks, not being a service to which item
16590 applies.

$142.65

Post 1 November 2017

Planning and management, by a practitioner, of a

pregnancy if:

(a) the pregnancy has progressed beyond 28 weeks
gestation; and

(b) the service includes a mental health assessment
(including screening for drug and alcohol use and
domestic violence) of the patient; and

(c) a service to which item 16590 applies is not
provided in relation to the same pregnancy

Payable once only for a pregnancy

$142.65




